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OutlineOutline

Interservice Ammunition Working Group (IInterservice Ammunition Working Group (I--AMMO WG)AMMO WG)

- Interservice: Land, Sea and Air

Allied Ordnance Publication (AOPAllied Ordnance Publication (AOP--6)6)

AOPAOP--6 Main Users’ (Multi6 Main Users’ (Multi--National Commands) requestNational Commands) request

Demonstration of Electronic version of AOPDemonstration of Electronic version of AOP--6 VOL. I6 VOL. I



22

II--AMMO WGAMMO WG

I-AMMO WG Tasked to develop logistics data 
to fulfill users (MNC) requirements due to 
increased multinational operational 
environments (Storage, Transportation and 
Interchangeability)

Main Catalogue is AOP-6
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What is AOP-6?
AOP-6 Volume  I is a document supporting NATO 
Commands and Nations that lists ammunition that is 
interchangeable among the NATO nations. It is 
designed to be used when national shortfalls arise 
which may hamper the effectiveness of operations.  
Ammunition items listed in AOP-6 Vol. I satisfy 
interchangeability criteria of form, fit, and function 
only.  Function is defined as the physical action, role or 
purpose of a nature of ammunition

AOP-6 Volume II specifies approved ammunition based 
on National evaluation/testing and a signed National 
Interchangeability Document (NID) that can be used 
safely and reliably in training and operations, without 
further authorization
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Electronic Version of AOP-6 Vol. I
National inventories of ammunition (Small to Large caliber, 

Missiles, Rockets, Explosives and Demolition) produced by 
selected nation(s), that are interchangeable between two or more
nations

National Inventories of ammunition produced by other nations, 
that are interchangeable between two or more nations

Interchangeability information searchable by a Fuze, Cartridge,
National Stock Number (NSN), Nations’ Abbreviation Short Code, 
(FSC, DODIC), Weapon, Ammunition’s Caliber, NATO Ammunition 
Reporting Code (NARC), NARC’s Description, Remarks (Key 
word(s) and Nations
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What is a NARC?
A Five Digit Code System

- First three digits – Chapter

- Fourth Digit – ammunition’s Function (i.e. HE, 
Smoke, Tracer)

- Fifth Digit – Serial  Number

- Ammunition are interchangeable only within the 5 
Digit NARC

NARCs are assigned by the AOP-6 Custodian
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NARC Example
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NARC Example Cont’d
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Source of US Ammunition in AOP-6
World Wide Ammunition Reporting System (WARS), Rock Island

Conventional Ammunition Interchangeability Substitutability List
(CASIL), Rock Island

Item Managers/SME from Picatinny and other US Commands

Software checks AOP-6 NSNS & DODICs against WARS & CASIL

- All NSNs and DODICs in AOP-6 Should be in WARS & CASIL
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Source of US Ammunition in AOP-6
CASIL
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AOP-6(T) Vol. I (Main Screen)
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AOP-6(T) Vol. I Viewer
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AOP-6(T) Vol. I I (PDF)
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AOP-6(T) Vol. I I (NID)
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AOP-6(T) Vol. I I (NID) Cont’d
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User Requirements for Ammunition Interchangeability

Multinational CommandsMultinational Commands

-- Allied Forces Northern Europe (AFNORTH)   Allied Forces Northern Europe (AFNORTH)   

-- Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE)Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE)

-- NATO Consultation Command & Control Agency (NC3A)NATO Consultation Command & Control Agency (NC3A)

-- Allied Rapid Reaction Corps (ARRC)Allied Rapid Reaction Corps (ARRC)

-- Component Command Land Headquarters (CCLH)Component Command Land Headquarters (CCLH)
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User Requirements for Ammunition Interchangeability

Single Source Ammunition Data Base, Combination of:

- Logistic Functional Services (LOG FS) 
Transportation & Storage information

- AOP-6 Vol. I and AOP-40(Ammunition Data 
sheets, Not  yet available) Interchangeability 
Information

- SHAPE’s technical experts are looking into the 
possibility of linking LOG FS with AOP-6 Vol. I

Nations to provide their ammunition data for all 
services (Land, Air and Sea) for incorporation in    
AOP-6 and AOP- 40 
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User Requirements for Ammunition Interchangeability

Nations to provide their NIDs for incorporation in AOP-6 
Vol. II

Future Technical Expert meeting at the Hague, possibly 
in July to make final decision on linking LOG FS with 
AOP-6 Vol. I
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Electronic Version of AOP-6(T) Vol. I

Electronic Version can answer the 
following Questions:
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Electronic Version of AOP-6(T) Vol. I

Which NATO Nations have 30MM Ammunition in their 
inventories?

Which 30MM ammunition can be interchanged 
between BE and the UK?

Which NATO Nations have ammunition with the 
following NSN: 1310-00-309-4935?

Which ammunition can be interchanged with the 
selected ammunition (1310-00-309-4935)?

Which weapons can be used to fire the ammunition?
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Electronic Version of AOP-6(T) Vol. I

Which small Ammunition are produced by France?

Which NATO Nations are using small arms ammunition 
produced by FR?

What are all weapons (Machine Gun, Cannon, Rifle) 
used by a selected Nation to fire all the ammunition in 
its inventory?

Which NATO Nations use a particular weapon?
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Electronic Version of AOP-6(T) Vol. I

What ammunition can be interchanged between BE, 
FR, UK and US?

What new ammunition have been submitted in the 
latest AOP-6 catalogue?

All [Small arms, Tank Gun and All Artillery] 
Ammunition can be interchanged between TU, GR and 
DA?

Which ammunition are listed with a “Do Not Fire” 
restriction?

Which Small Arms ammunition are NATO Qualified?



2222

ARDEC POCs

Mr. Stephen Schoonmaker (I-AMMO WG, US HOD)
AMSRD-AAR-AIL-LA (973-724-3452, DSN 880 -3452)

Mr. Andrew Deblock (I-AMMO WG, US Custodian )                       
AMSRD-AAR-AIL-LA (973-724-5707, DSN 880 - 5707)

Mr. Timothy Healy (I-AMMO WG, US Custodian)                          
AMSRD-AAR-AIL-LA (973-724-8055, DSN 880 -8055)

Mr. Victor Charles (I-AMMO WG, SME)                                           
AMSRD-AAR-EMB (973-724-8551, DSN 880 -8551)



2323

Conclusion

AOP-6 Vol. I & II are published in the same CD twice a  year (June 
(Draft Version), December (Official Version))

Nations were urged by the I-AMMO WG chairman to update the 
information listed in AOP-6 Vol. I

AOP-6 will play a major role in the future Single Source Ammunition 
Database (SSAD)
– Transportation, Storage and Interchangeability

Nations were tasked by the I-AMMO WG to brief AOP-6 within their 
National Commands

AOP-6 Vol. I is included in the NATO Ammunition Database (NADB) 
produce by the NATO Maintenance Supply Agency (NAMSA)


