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Mis-Measuring 
the “Defense” Budget
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What Is the “Defense” Budget?

Category FY 2009
(Request)

DOD (“Base”) 518
DOD War Funding 70 + 87
“Atomic Energy Defense Activities” (DOE) 17
“Defense Related Activities” (GSA, etc.) 3
Total “National Defense” 698
Homeland Security (DHS) 40
Veterans Affairs (DVA) 91
International Affairs 38
Non-DOD Military Retirement 12
21% of Interest on the Debt 54
Grand Total 934
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DOD Budget 1947-2008
($Billions,  2008$)

Source: National Defense Budget Estimates for FY 2009, Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) March 2008
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Mis-Measurement a la Conservatives
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Mis-Measurement a la Liberals

Defense Spending v. Others
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Mis-Measurement a la Liberals
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United States vs. the World
($ Billions)
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US vs. China, Russia, Cuba, Iran, North Korea 
($ Billions, 2009 Dollars)
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More Money Buys a Smaller Force
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Army Division Equivalents and Budget 
($Billions, FY 2009 Dollars)

Sources: National Defense Budget Estimates for FY 2009, Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) March 2008, Center of Military History, Historical Perspective 

on Force Structure Reductions 1946-1988, Washington, D.C. 1989, Department of Defense Annual Reports, and Department of Defense Appropriations Bill Reports from the 
House Committee on Appropriations.
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Navy Combat Ships and Budget
($Billions, FY 2009 Dollars)

Sources: National Defense Budget Estimates for FY 2009, Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) March 2008
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Air Force Tactical Wings and Budget 
(Billions, FY 2009 Dollars)

Sources: National Defense Budget Estimates for FY 2009, Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) March 2008 and Air Force 
Historical Research Agency (Maxwell AFB) analysis, “Force Structure, United States Army Air Forces and United States Air Force.”
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DOD Budget & Active Duty Personnel
(1947-2008)

($Billions,  2008 Dollars)
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More Money Buys an Older Force
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And, Less Ready
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Readiness

• Army Tank Miles: Down from 1,000 to 459

• Are units going to Iraq “ready?”

• Naval aviators getting 17 hours/month.

• Air Force is worse.
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More Capability?

• F-22 Example
– Puny Force
– Fewer Resources for Pilot Skill
– Aerodynamic Disappointment
– How much “Stealth” & “Supercruise”?
– Unproven BVR Hypothesis

• Performance in Iraq & Afghanistan



22

Two Questions
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Where Did the $772 Billion Go?

• $60+ billion for pork.

• $295 billion for hardware overruns.
– More for irrelevant systems.

• Now paying $28 billion more for 4,000 
fewer people.
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More Money Won’t Solve It; What Will?

• Non-phony reform of Pork rules.

• Budget Pause:

– Independent assessment of all weapons & personnel 
programs.

– Clean the financial management stables.

• Discriminate in favor of modern veterans.
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