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SEA BASTION.  This updated handout photo released by the Philippine 

Government on May 23, 2013 shows an aerial view of BRP Sierra Madre, a 100 

meter (328 foot) amphibious vessel built for the U.S. in 1944 and acquired by the 

Filipino Navy in 1976, grounded at Second Thomas Shoal in the Spratly Islands.  
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