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Global Nature of CBRNE Threats 

Accelerating technology and increased connectivity enables greater ease in the 
development and employment of the CBRNE capabilities, resulting in an increasingly 
complex threat profile.   
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DEFINING “CBRNE”  
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EXPLOSIVES 

CHEMICAL 

BIOLOGICAL  

RADIOLOGICAL  

NUCLEAR  

CBRNE: Chemical, Biological, Radiological, 
Nuclear, and Explosive threats.   
 
The “E” represents the full range of 
Explosive threats (low to high yield) and 
captures the critical tasks our EOD Soldiers 
perform (unexploded ordnance to 
improvised explosive device (IED) defeat). 
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CHEMICAL  
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 Warfare agents, toxic industrial chemicals/materials, chemical plants 
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BIOLOGICAL  
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  Weaponized agents, biotoxins, endemic disease  
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RADIOLOGICAL 

6 

 Radiological dispersal devices (dirty bombs), medical and industrial 
radioactive sources 
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NUCLEAR 
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 Weapons, improvised devices, nuclear infrastructure  
(power plants, research reactors, reprocessing facilities) 
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EXPLOSIVES 
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 Low to high yield, conventional, and improvised devices 
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The HYBRID CBRNE Threat 
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The nexus of ideology, technology, and CBRNE materials (weaponized 
and industrial/commercial sources) by state and non-state actors is a clear 
threat.  CBRNE hazards can result as well from natural disasters, endemic 
disease outbreaks, and humanitarian crises.  
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Defense Strategic Guidance 

Over the past year, a number of dangerous 
trends have worsened, threatening stability 
across entire regions. 
– 2014 Army Strategic Planning Guidance 

The U.S. faces a rapidly changing global 
security environment that is volatile, 
unstable, and increasingly threatening. 
– Force 2025 and Beyond, Oct 2014 

Increased access to expertise, materials, and 
technologies heightens the risk that these 
adversaries will seek, acquire, proliferate, and 
employ WMD.  Instability in states pursuing or 
possessing WMD or related capabilities could 
lead to dangerous WMD crises. 
– DoD Strategy for CWMD, Jun 2014 

The U.S. faces a rapidly changing security 
environment. We are repositioning to focus on 
the strategic challenges and opportunities that 
will define our future: new technologies, new 
centers of power, and a world that is growing 
more volatile, more unpredictable, and…more 
threatening to the U.S. 
– Quadrennial Defense Review 2014 

The review of the strategic threat and guidance demands that our 
Army is better able to deliver a force that is adaptive, agile, tailorable, 

and expeditionary.   

The environment the Army will operate in is 
unknown.  The enemy is unknown, the 
location is unknown, and the coalitions 
involved are unknown.  
– The U.S. Army Operating Concept, 7 Oct 2014 
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Questions? 

Contact 20th CBRNE Command (410) 436-0330 
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