
2016 Richard H. Johnson Award 

Presented to  
James Franklin Robbins 



About the Award 
• The Precision Strike Association  awards the 

Richard H. Johnson Technical Achievement Award 
(the Johnson Trophy) at the Precision Strike 
Technology Symposium.  
 

• This award is named after the first recipient, and 
recognizes an individual from public or private 
sector for outstanding personal technical 
achievements resulting in significant contribution 
to precision strike systems. 



Award Criteria 
• The award honors notable technical innovations in the field of 

precision strike which advanced the defense of the United 
States.   

• Recipients made these contributions as individual 
technologists,  advancing state of the art.   In selecting a 
recipient, PSA seeks nominees whose accomplishments and 
contributions: 
– Transcend a single program 
– Were sustained over a period of time 
– Have been widely felt by the warfighters who defend the United States  
– Has influenced other technologists  
– Have made precision strike systems more available to warfighters 

defending the United States 



Prior Winners 

• 2009  Richard H. Johnson  
• 2010  Robert J. Whalen  
• 2011  Robert H. Widmer  
• 2012  David Keith Sanders  
• 2013 Gary F. Polansky  
• 2014 Chris Geswender 
• 2015 Wade Dyer and Paul Manz 

 
 



About the Jury 

• The 2016 Jury included members from the 
largest guided weapon prime contractors 
– BAE, Boeing, MBDA, Lockheed Martin, and 

Raytheon 
 

• The jury included members from organizations 
– Lone Star Analysis, Sandia National Laboratory 

 
• The jury chairman was Dean Clubb 



2016 Awardee of the Johnson Trophy 

J. Frank Robbins 

Citation????  



Selected Contributions  
and  

USAF Career Events 

Precision Air to Ground 
Weapons 

Air to Air Weapons 

Air Force Base Support  and 
Air Combat Training 



Pave Storm- 2000 Pound Guided Cluster 
Weapon for Defense Suppression 

• 1972 to 1975: Frank was lead engineer and project manager 
• Development, IOT&E and Production within 3 1/2 years 
• Used laser and electro-optical guidance developed for MK-84’s  
• Carried 1800 one-pound bomblets to saturate SAM and AAA sites 

 
 

  



Pave Storm Included Glided Versions 

 



DME Pave Storm 
(Distance Measurement Equipment) 



The Tactical Munitions Dispenser 
• Frank then in 1975 to 1978 went on to successfully lead the 

development and initial production of the Tactical Munitions 
Dispenser (TMD)- Which evolved into the Wind Corrected 
Munitions Dispenser 

 



•  1978, Frank was assigned to develop the acquisition strategy 
for AMRAAM 

• Began a 12 Year Journey from concept through validation and 
Full-Scale Development, IOC, Second Source and Block Change 
Product Improvement Plan  

• Increasing responsibility and influence 

AMRAAM! 



Range and Airbase Systems 
• Frank was named Program Director for these systems which are 

the infrastructure for Precision Strike in the early ‘90’s 
– Chemical/Biological Defense 
– Camouflage/Concealment/Deception 
– Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
– Runway, Facility and Utility Repairs 
– Much more  

 



Little Known Air Base Systems: 
Full-scale Decoys  

  



Impact Outside Precision Strike 
Using Prototype Ground Penetrating Radar to Locate Tunnels at El Paso/Nogales 

Supporting Joint Task Force 6 



Deputy Director for the Air-to-Air Joint Systems 
Program Office 

• AMRAAM, AIM-9X, Harm Targeting System, Ground-Launched 
AMRAAM, Other Classified Systems 

• FMS, P3I, Full-Scale Production 
• Acquisition Reform 

AMRAAM 
 
AIM-9 
 
HARM 



Director of the Precision Strike Systems Program Office 

•  AGM-130, GBU-15, EGBU-15, AGM-142, AGM-65H and K, Advanced 
Fuzing Systems, Advanced Warhead Systems, Advanced Data Link Pods, 
Miniature Air Launched Decoy (MALD), Explosive Hazard Reduction 

• Urgent and Compelling Rapid Acquisition of All-weather GPS 
enhancements to  GBU-15’s:  delivered 45 weapons in 45 days and 100 
weapons in 69 days at CSAF direction. 

• Vice President’s Hammer Award for the new AGM-65H/K innovation to 
replace older missile configurations 

• Provided direct support to Operation Allied Force and Operation Enduring 
Freedom 

Always on Target! 



Examples of Recognition Outside the 
Precision Strike Community  



The USAF Beginning and Retirement 



In Between…. 



Since Federal Retirement 

• Consulting on many Government and Commercial Programs 
through RWB Aerospace Professionals 

• Has been very active in NDIA Gulf Coast Chapter as an 
Industry Panel Chair and Co-Chair on Issues Selected by Eglin 
Acquisition and Laboratory Leadership 
– Urban and Complex Terrain Close Air Support 
– Universal Armament Interface 
– Weapon Fuzing 
– Weapon System Engineering 
– Flexible Weapons and Weapon System Open Architectures 

 



Johnson Criteria – Widely Felt Impact 
Example – Urban and Complex Terrain  

CAS Industry Panel Team     

And Others …. 

Kaman Fuzing 



Front Tag of Frank’s Truck 



END OF LUNCH PRESENTATION?? 













 Highlights in Frank’s Career 
• 1963 to 1965, As a high school student 

– Built his own wind tunnel and experimented with airfoil 
designs 

– Built radios and kit televisions 
– Designed and installed a central music system for a hotel 

complex 
• Graduated with a Master of Science in Physics 
• Was hired by NASA as an Electronic Engineer on Apollo  

– Worked in Operational Television and Wideband Data 
Transmission at Kennedy Space Center 

– Designed and fabricated communications systems used in 
launch operations 

• Was Recruited by the Air Force in 1972 to work on 
guided weapons at Eglin- Then the fun began! 
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