
Dusty Lang

DHS SBIR

Donna Attick

NAVAIR SBIR

Dick McNamara

NAVSEA SBIR

Tina Barnhil

MDA SBIR

Jim Sweeney

AF SBIR

Driving Small Business Innovation Across the Services 

Panel Discussion Moderated by ML Mackey

SBIR Topic Workshop
2021

ML Mackey
Moderator



Richard McNamara 
NAVSEA SBIR Program,

Naval Sea Systems Command

SBIR Topic Workshop
2021



Donna Attick
NAVAIR SBIR/STTR Program Manager,

Naval Air Systems Command

SBIR Topic Workshop
2021



James Sweeney
Air Force SBIR/STTR Program Office,

U.S. Air Force

SBIR Topic Workshop
2021



NDIA Presentation
7 Dec 2021

James A. Sweeney III
DAF SBIR/STTR Division Engagement Lead
AFRL/RGB
Wright-Patterson AFB



Technology Areas Funded

Follow the links to explore and discover the full spectrum of 
Technology Areas we are funding:

Submit Ideas:
https://airforcetechconnect.org/share-idea

Connect with Air Force Partners:
https://airforcetechconnect.org

Phase 1 Focus Areas:

https://www.afsbirsttr.af.mil/Portals/60/documents/Copy%20
of%20AFVentures%20Focus%20Areas_Update_v2_041421.pdf
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Key Capabilities for the Air Force



More Information about AFWERX 
and the Air Force SBIR program

Air Force Tech Connect: https://airforcetechconnect.org

Air Force Tech Connect Idea Submittal: https://airforcetechconnect.org/share-idea

FAQs: https://www.afsbirsttr.af.mil/FAQs/

Topic pre-release can be tracked at: https://www.dodsbirsttr.mil/submissions/login

or 

Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) The Air Force SBIR/STTR web page:

https://www.afsbirsttr.af.mil/About/Broad-Agency-Announcement/

More about AFWERX: http://afwerx.com./

SBIR/STTR Help Desk:  usaf.team@afsbirsttr.us
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DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES + SHARED GOALS = POWERFUL SOLUTIONS

17% of Phase I submissions 

received a Phase I awards

755 PHASE I AWARDS

46% of Phase I awards received 

a Phase II award

350 PHASE II AWARDS

57%+ of Phase II projects 

received Phase III funding

200+ PHASE III AWARDS

Small Business Innovation 
Research

PHASE III
Commercialization

Derives from, Extends, or Logically Concludes

PHASE II
Prototype Development

Demonstration

PHASE I
Scientific and Technical Feasibility

Proof of Concept

Small Business Innovation Research

DHS SBIR Statistics

254 TOPICS



OATS – Traditional Methods
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SECURE WORLD

▪ How potential Other Agency Technology Solutions (OATS) 
are identified during Market Research

▪ Peer Interaction

▪ Industry Interaction

▪ Conferences
▪ E.g., Cybersecurity Showcase

▪ Search Sites

▪ SBA SBIR.gov site: 
https://www.sbir.gov/sbirsearch/award/all

▪ Navy SBIR search site: 
http://www.navysbir.com/newsearch.htm

Opportunity 
found by 

TPOC

Opportunity 
found 

through SBIR 
Office 

assistance

https://www.sbir.gov/sbirsearch/award/all
http://www.navysbir.com/newsearch.htm


OATS – New Option 
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DHS SBIR is seeking 5-page (single sided) white papers to 
learn how SBIR/STTR awardees from other federal agencies 
think their technologies may apply to the requirements 
provided for the following topics

❑ 5G Internet of Things Situational Awareness System 

https://bit.ly/DHSSBIR_5GIOT_OATS 

❑ Autonomous Vessel Tracking for Ports and Waterways

https://bit.ly/DHSSBIR_AVT_OATS

❑ Standoff Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and/or Nuclear Threat 
Detection for City Wide Coverage

https://bit.ly/DHSSBIR_CBRN_OATS 
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